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SIGNED 

1. SAUDI OIL MINISTER SHEIKH AHMED ZAKI AL-YAMANI 
LEFT KHARTOUM FOR JIDDA MAY 17 AFTER COMPLETING TWO 
DAY VISIT. HIGHLIGHTS OF STAY (ALL COVERED BY FBIS) 
INCLUDED MEETING WITH PRESIDENT NIMEIRI DURING WHICH 
PRESS REPORTS YAMANI DELIVERED PRIVATE MESSAGE FROM 
KING FAISAL; PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE DISCUSSED 
AMONG OTHER POINTS EAFECTIVENESS OF OIL EMBARGO, AND 
LIFTING THEREOF, IN "INDUCING US. ..TO SERIOUSLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TOWARD FINDING PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
OF ARAB QUESTION"; AND SIGNING OF AGREEMENT FOR JOINT 
EXPLORATION OF SEABED RESOURCES IN RED SEA. LATTER 
AGREEMENT CLEARLY INVOLVES SO-CALLED "HOT BRINE DEPTHS'" 
(KHARTOUM A-47, MAY 18, 1972) WHICH HAVE LONG BEEN VIEWED 
AS SOURCE HOPED-FOR MINERAL WEALTH. ACCORDING DETAILS 
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APPEARS HAVE MADE CONCESSION TO SAG BY DECLARING ALL 
AREAS BEYOND ONE THOUSAND METERS DEPTH OFF RESPECTIVE 
COASTS TO BE "COMMON ZONE" TO WHICH BOTH COUNTRIES WILL 
SHARE RIGHTS. IT OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT "HOT BRINES" 
PROBABLY LIE IN THIS COMMON AREA. WHILE, HAD MEDIAN 
LINE BEEN USED, AREAS OF BEST POTENTIAL WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ON SUDANESE SIDE. GOS REPORTEDLY MADE THIS CONCESSION 
DURING WORKING LEVEL DISCUSSIONS LAST SUMMER, NO DOUBT 
REFLECTING PART OF GOS EFFORT IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
SAUDIS IN HOPES FOR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, HOPES WHICH HAVE 
NOW BEEN REALIZED. IN ADDITION, SINCE AGREEMENT PROVIDES 
THAT SAG WILL FURNISH FUNDS FOR JOINT COMMISSION WHICH 
WILL SEEK EXPLOIT AREA, GOS UNDOUBTEDLY FELT THIS INCREASED 
CHANCE OF ACTUALLY REALIZING RETURN FROM THIS RESOURCE 
WHICH WORTH IT EVEN AT COST SHARING PROFIT. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE THIS VISIT ORIGINALLY MENTIONED IN 
PRESS SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, IT APPEARED IT WOULD FOCUS ON 
SUDAN’S PETROLEUM NEEDS AND COST THEREOF. WITH SUDAN 
HAVING SINCE RESOLVED THIS PROBLEM THROUGH AGREEMENT WITH 
IRAN (ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND AGREEMENT NOT YET FINALLY 

WORKED OUT), VISIT WAS APPARENTLY LARGELY ONEOF GOOD WILL, 
REFLECTING CONTINUING PATTERN CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
TWO COUNTRIES. RED SEA AGREEMENT DOES REMOVE LONG 
STANDING POINT CONTENTION, BUT, EVEN WITH SAUDI FINANCIAL 
BACKING, IT OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT TECHNOLOGY NEEDED 
EXPLOIT THIS RESOURCE STILL NOT FULLY DEVELOPED AND HENCE 
SUBSTANTIAL RETURN STILL SOME TIME AWAY. 

BREWER 
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